ANIMAL    AUTOMATISM.

CHAPTEE I.
THE COURSE OF MODERN THOUGHT.
1. MODERN Philosophy has moved along two increasingly
divergent lines. One, traversed by Galileo, Descartes, New-
ton, and Laplace, had for its goal the absolute disengagement
of the physical from the mental, i.e., the objective from the
subjective aspect of phenomena, so that the physical uni-
verse, thus freed from all the complexities of Feeling, might
be interpreted in mechanical terms. As a preliminary sim-
plification of the problem this was indispensable; only by it
could the First Notion of primitive speculation be replaced
by the Theoretic Conception of scientific speculation.* The
early thinker inevitably invested all external objects with
properties and qualities similar to those he assigned to human
beings, and their actions he assigned to human motives. Sun,
moon, and stars seemed living beings; flames, streams, and
winds were supposed to be moved by feelings such as those
known to move animals and men. Nor was any other con-
ception then possible: men could only interpret the unknown
by the known, and their standard of all action was neces-
sarily drawn from their own actions. Not having analysed
Volition and 'Emotion, above all not .having localised these
in a neuro-muscular system, men could not suspect that the
movements of planets and plants, and of streams and stones,
* On the distinction between first notions and theoretic conceptions,
see Problems of Life, and Mind, vol. ii. p. 251.